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For centunes animsls have been seen as instruments to satisfy human needs and desires (e.g. food, clothing,
working force, amusemeant). However, this view is changing. As Franklin (2008) points out, since the sixties of the
twentieth century, the ides that the exploitation of anims!s is the price to pay for the well-being of human beings
hss been challenged as s result of the emergence of several animal iberstion movements. However, this
changing has been slow and unequs! in different societies. Thus, it is imporiant to identify whethar the new values
are in fact internalized in different countries, espeacially in future education professionals who will play = role in the

training of future generstions.

The present study seeks to know how pre-service prmary teachers and kindergarten educstors assess the

educsational interest of shows and exhibitions with snimals. This type of 2ntertsinment has been considered s form
of violation of animsis’ wellbeing. But, at the same time, children show s special attraction for animals (Patrick and
Tunniclifile, 2011) and the contact with them, through different ways, can be seen 3 motivating element for learning

about the living world and even to improve swarenass for the need of its presarvation.

Therefore, 55 pre-service primary school teachers and 42 kindergsrten educstors answered an online
questionnaire about the adequacy of including the following shows and exhibitions with animals in their teaching
practica: horse competitions; birds of prey exhibitions; aqustic mammals’ shows: pets competitions and
exhibitions; circuses with animsls. The assessment of the adequacy of each exhibition was done through a likert
scale (1 - nothing suitable up to 5 - very suitable) and a justification was also required. The rasults were snalyzed

globslly and also comparing the two groups of future professionsals, using inferentisl statistics.

Globslly, respondents were not particularly enthusiastic about this type of shows. The percentage of respondents
who considered them suitable wss: 12% in horse competitions; 25% in birds of prey exhibitions; 24% in squsatic
mammals' shows; 12% in peis’ competitions and exhibitions and exhibits; 10% in circuses with animals. Even so,
the intermediate position (value 3) always ranged from 20% to 38%. in each show. which indicates that close to
1/3 of the respondenis do not have s clear position about the present issue. The reasons given for the
assessment of these shows as unsuitable were essentislly related fo the violation of animals’ welloeing and their
poor educsational interest. Those who took an intermediate position pointad out their relative interest or the
possibility of being relevant in a certsin context of 'l2arning. Those who considered them as suitsble emphasized
the interast thst animals srouse in children, and the fact that animals sre well treated. However, kindergsartan
educators were more enthusiastic sbout these shows, with siatisticslly significant differences occurring among the
groups, with the exception of circus. Circus was the show considered less suitsble, mainly for the mistreatment of
animals. The other shows weare less associated with this mistraatment, which proves some unfamiliarity with the
other forms of training animals ss in case of squatic mammals or racing horses, for instance. Thus, the approach
of the present issue seems to be relevant in the training of sll these future professionals, for the development of

their critical thinking about it.



