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MATERIALS & METHODS

A sampling campaign was conducted at a waste sorting plant in Lisbon, Portugal
to evaluate workers’ exposure to microorganisms and their metabolites.

A passive multi-matrix approach was applied.
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CONCLUS'ONS Passive multi-matrix sampling revealed relevant occupational exposure to fungal contamination in plastic waste sorting.
Despite limited mycotoxin detection, exposure to fungal metabolites cannot be excluded, highlighting the need for
enhanced monitoring and risk management in this occupational setting.
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KEY FINDINGS

The highest fungal contamination occurred in swab samples
(DG18 37 °C and DG18) and in EDC-T samples (MEA and SAB).
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ASPERGILLUS SECTIONS

Sections Nigri, Fumigati,
Flavi & Circumdati were
detected across all
matrices.
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and worker protection.
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