
Issue: Any effective response to an infodemic, requires
public health response on identified narrative
est risk to health and well-being of populations.
often require more swift and far-reaching action
ratives require little or no response.
Description of the problem: Different countries ar
ent levels of risk to specific narratives or concerns, recognizing that for
some issues there may be a large gap between the true public health
threat and what is generating lots of conversations, concerns and press
coverage that indicate a high degree of risk perception that may be
unwarranted. WHO developed a risk matrix to apply to global analysis
of questions, concerns and narratives about mpox, which resulted in
biweekly infodemic intelligence reports that risk-assessed identified
infodemic themes and corresponding recommendations for action.
Results: Risk assessment criteria were defined in the context of
WHO’s global infodemic insights analysis for low, medium and
high risk and positive sentiment in mpox global outbreak context
before conducting the integrated analysis so that insights were re-
producible and infodemic response actions were prioritized. This
implemented the WHO/UNICEF training manual on 6 steps to pro-
duce an infodemic insights report, which includes tools on how to
develop and apply a risk matrix for a specific public health question
of concern and apply it in analysis.
Lessons: The approach resulted in rapid, systematic, reproducible and
evidence-driven decision-making to respond to the infodemic accom-
panying the mpox global outbreak. Risk matrices must be adapted to
the context of the public health event and the mandate of the health
authority taking action. An mpox risk matrix for narratives included
adaptation to reflect high-risk from stigmatizing narratives, as well as
narratives circulating around or within LGBTQIþ communities.
Key messages:
• A risk matrix must be developed and adapted to the context of
each health emergency and level of health authority action.

• Prioritization for rapid infodemic response based on a risk assessment
is that it facilitates more effective response in a health emergency.
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Development of an assessment process for digital medical
devices in Austria
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Issue/problem: Digital medical devices have experienced a rapid
development in recent years and are playing an increasingly import-
ant role in healthcare. These devices offer numerous benefits and
can improve patient care. However, despite their potential benefits,
the use of digital medical devices also poses risks and regulation
from governmental side is needed a Public Health
Perspective. This is why some countries already implemented as-
sessment processes for Digital Medical Devices (e.g. Germany and
France) leading to the question how such a process could be estab-
lished in Austria too.
Description of the problem: While digital medical devices must fulfil
requirements set by the medical device regulation to enter market,
several other aspects are of interests when offering digital medical
devices in routine care. These include e.g. medical effectiveness, data
security and interoperability. The objective of the ongoing pilot project
is to develop a process for the assessment of quality-assured digital
medical devices in Austria in 2024. For this, a combination of literature
research, interviews and workshops with relevant stakeholders is used
in order to gain all necessary information. Process and assessment
criteria will be tested and revised in a pilot phase with several digital
medical devices.
Results: At the end of the project, an assessment framework as well
as a potential evaluation process will be designed in accordance with
relevant stakeholders. Moreover, legals aspects and the potential
integration into the austrian health telematics infrastrucutur will
be assessed. This will form a basis for implementing digital medical
devices within the austrian healthcare system.
Key messages:
• The result of this project aims to build the basis for implementing
an evaluation process for digital medical devices in Austria.

• The establishment of an evaluation process for digital medical
devices supports the integration of quality assured digital medical
devices in healthcare.
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In poultry production environments, particulate matter (PM) is
considered one of the harmful air pollutants [2]. Considering po-
tential biological pathogens, the genus Aspergillus in particular,
Aspergillus fumigatus, is a widely recognized human and animal
pathogen [3]. Hot-humid farm environments could contribute to
the proliferation of these fungi [4]. Therefore, poultry production

workers, besides animals [4], may be at a higher risk of inhaling
fungi spores [4,5]. This study aimed to determine particulate matter
(PM) contamination and analyze the prevalence of Aspergillus sec-
tion Fumigati in air samples from poultry pavilions. Indoor and
outdoor air samples were taken in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd weeks of
birds growth cycle (n¼ 58). Air was collected through the impaction
method (MAS-100) onto polycarbonate filters, set at 100 L/min, for
5min. Followed by DNA extraction, and real-time PCR detection of
Aspergillus section Fumigati. For PM evaluation, portable direct-
reading equipment (Lighthouse, model 3016 IAQ) was used.
Particle concentrations were measured (n¼ 67) at five distinct frac-
tions during 5min. Considering particles fractions, PM10 and PM5
where prevalent in 1st (58% PM10; 28% PM5), 2nd (63% PM10;
26% PM5) and 3rd (64% PM10; 25% PM5) weeks. These results
evidence that coarse particles (between 2.5 and 10 µm) are the
most relevant PM present in this setting. Regarding fungal detection,
Aspergillus section Fumigati was widespread inside poultry
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pavilions (62%, 26 out of 42), highlighting this environment has a
potential reservoir of microbial pathogens [7]. Furthermore, PM can
act as a host of biological fragments [6]. Overall, in addition to
molecular analysis, future studies should consider using culture-
based methods to assess the viability of pathogenic microorganisms
and their infection potential [3]. From a One Health perspective,
quantitative and qualitative research is required to fully understand
this environment.
Key messages:
• This study evidence that coarse particles (between 2.5 and 10 µm)
are the most relevant PM present and Aspergillus section Fumigati
is widespread in poultry pavilions.

• A One health intervention should be considered in future studies.
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What are the health system impacts of engaging with
global health activity? A qualitative study
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between high-income
countries (LMICs)

are becoming more common as there is an appreciation of the
need for collaboration to solve global health issues through know-
ledge and skill exchange. However, partnership evaluations largely
focus on the benefits to individual participants and recipient sys-
tems, with little evidence of the impacts on the high-income system.
Therefore, the aim of this study was to explore the health system-
wide impacts of engaging with global health activity and consider
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