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Abstract: The aim of this paper is concerned with the design and development of a functional 
framework for maritime mode integration in European automotive supply chain management 
when considering outbound distribution. Furthermore, it provides a readjustment of traditional 
concepts and terminology with findings that the role of ro-ro port terminals should be considered 
as decoupling points, poles and postponement platforms. Case studies examine relevant 
Western European ro-ro port terminals for cars and respective links to assembly/factories of 
vehicles localized in the hinterland and concludes that ro-ro port terminals reduce logistical 
friction and impedance, as well as promote space/time compression. (C) 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All 
rights reserved. 

Addresses: [Quaresma Dias, J. C.] CENTEC ISEL, Polytech Inst Lisbon, Dept Mech Engn, P-
1959007 Lisbon, Portugal; [Calado, J. M. F.] IDMEC ISEL, Polytech Inst Lisbon, Dept Mech 
Engn, P-1959007 Lisbon, Portugal; [Mendonca, M. C.] Univ Coimbra, IPCDVS, Fac Psicol & 
Ciencias Educacao, P-3001802 Coimbra, Portugal 

Reprint Address: Dias, JCQ, CENTEC ISEL, Polytech Inst Lisbon, Dept Mech Engn, Rua 
Conselheiro Emidio Navarro, P-1959007 Lisbon, Portugal. 

E-mail Address: jdias@dem.isel.ipl.pt; jcalado@dem.ise-l.ipl.pt; mclvmendonca@gmail.com 

Publisher: Elsevier SCI LTD 

Publisher Address: THE BOULEVARD, LANGFORD LANE, KIDLINGTON, Oxford OX5 1GB, 
OXON, ENGLAND 

ISSN: 0966-6923 

DOI: 10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2008.10.009 

ISO Source Abbrev.: J. Transp. Geogr. 

ISI Document Delivery No.: 540YW 

 


