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SMART CITIES THROUGH URBAN SHORT SUPPLY CHAINS OF FOOD

The cities around the world in general and in the Mediterranean area in particular are facing tremendous 
challenges at the environmental, social, economic and institutional levels (Fernandez-Anez et al., 2020). 
Currently, cities need to be sustainable and smart (Silva et al., 2018). An economically important and innovative 
sector in urban areas is food security. To the best of our knowledge, the majority of the literature explores the 
concept of smart cities from the point of view of information and communications technology, and the 
connection with sustainability aspects remains unsolved. This study tries to overcome this gap in the literature. 
The main aim is to analyse the contribution of urban short-supply chains of foods in terms of sustainability of 
smart cities. The study reports the conclusions of a revision of the literature and the preliminary results of four 
research projects in this area, including the SGDsCONSUM project. The results confirm positive impacts of 
short supply chains of food in urban areas in the four dimensions of sustainable development and smart and 
sustainable cities. The conclusions of this study will be helpful for producers, consumers, traders, importers, 
exporters, tourists, financial institutions, and particularly for government sectors related to agricultural 
economic activities, projects, and programs in policy development.
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